The appropriate use of gloves to reduce allergies and infection.
Twenty years ago, the wearing of gloves for non-sterile procedures was viewed as insulting to the patient as it made him/her feel 'unclean'. Today, gloves are worn for all procedures and are often wastefully used. There must be a fine balance between inappropriate and appropriate use of gloves and between the use of latex gloves for comfort and fine movements vs the potential for latex allergies. This article will review the use of synthetic and latex gloves and examine some of the related issues.